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from dishonourable that whole nations were not ashamed
to conclude alliances with pirates or to practise piracy them-
selves. The idea of the legal commonwealth of humanity
has transformed the sea into the great territory of the inter-
national commonwealth. Precisely because it is not the
property of any one state, it is taken under the protection
of all seafaring nations, which are jointly responsible for its
security. Hence, in general, the rules that govern marine
warfare are apt to be stricter and more inviolable than is the
case with the more localised warfare of the land.

The preceding century looked upon war wholly from the
point of view of the older conception that made it an act of
pure violence, resting on the absolute irresponsibility of the
autonomous state. It was against this idea of war that the
notion of " everlasting peace/' which plays a leading r61e in
the philosophy of the time, was directed. Hence we should
be regarding these philosophical endeavours after peace in a
false light if we were to ridicule them as the offspring of
an unsound cosmopolitanism, or as wholly Utopian dreams.
Many of the conditions requisite for an everlasting peace
that were first postulated by Kant in his " Preliminary and
Definitive Articles," are now recognised by the public senti-
ment of law, while others are looked rfpon as ends that are at
least worth striving to attain. With the firmer establishment
of an international commonwealth of law, arbitrary breach
of peace for dynastic or other egoistic interests is becoming
. less and less possible nowadays; for such a commonwealth
strengthens the forces that make for peaceful action and
against purely aggressive war, and increases the moral weight
of public opinion, It may be, of course, that wars which
arise out of irreconcilably opposed conceptions of law, or an
insoluble conflict between political interests, whose settlement
can be reached only by the adoption of new legal principles,
will never be wholly abolished. But the same auxiliary in-